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The celebration of Founders’ Day, January 23th, was
a pleasing deviation from Our regular routine of work.
Students, members of the faculty, friends and patrons
of the school all gathercd in the chapel at ten o’ clock and
joined in paying tribute to the heroic men and women
who did soO much to establish our school. President
Vann sketched briefly the history of the school, showing
how the movement was first inaugurated at the session
of the Baptist State Convention held at Union Camp
Ground in Rowan County in 1835, and how the project
pever materialized until 1888, when the Convention at
Greensboro appointed a committee of mine to consider
the expediency and feasibility of establishing a Baptist
Female University in this State. From this time the
plans assumed more definite shape and became more
tangible until the Legislature of 1891 granted a charter
to the Board of Trustees. In the fall of 1899 the school
opened with a debt of £43,000, one building and two hun-
dred and twenty students. At the end of nine years we
have six buildings, a library of 2,000 volumes, an equip-
ment of $15,000, a plant valued at $200,000, and an en-
dowment of $37,000. The growth of the institution has
heen rapid, almost phenomenal.
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In the aftem.loon from four to six the faculty were At
l.lnmle to all friends of the institution. In the receiving
line in the north parlors, which were beautifully decor-
at.ed with ferns and palms and statuary, stood Dr. Vann,
Misses Rosa Paschall, 8. E. Young, Ida Poteat and
Messrs. Wade R. Brown, J. G. Boomhour, and Gustay
Hagedorn. The guests were met at the door by Misses
Grace Rogers, Undine Futrell, Hattie Sue Hale, and
Lula Howard, and conducted to the receiving line. From
the north parlors the guests were conducted by Dr. Delia
Dixon-Carroll, Miss Mary S. Smith and Elizabeth Col-
ton to the south parlor, where tea and chocolate were
being served by Misses Mary K. Applewhite, Caroline
Berry Phelps, Elizabeth Burtt and Elizabeth McCall, as:
sisted by the presidents of the four college classes.

Many guests came and shared the gracious hospitality
of the faculty.

But Founders’ Day could not pass without something
in which the main body of students could participate.
The Students’ Association gave a reception from eight. to
ten in the parlors and halls of Main Building, to which
many of our girls had invited friends. Guests ?Vel’e
met in the hall by the members of the Social Committee
of the Students’ Association and conducted fo the par
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